NO/NO/ NOT MELO 


ITHINK| 


NOT- WE'RE 
{ LIKE THE JUNGLE, 
BUT ITLL BE 
GOOD TO GET 


STRAITS/ALL DIES 


STRAITS~ 
FULL OF 


UP ON ROCKS + 
NOTHING SUPER~ 


o NATURAL. 
Excess 
fj RY! 


fi 


es IS 


BEDS u f 
Cage LOS Reng Be stores Sera ate ba Weed cechts ow res 


THAT'LL TAKE US NEAR 
MELO STRAITS, EH? 


BUT THIS IS TRUE + SHIPS 
HAVE GONE IN THERE~ 


HA 


WHY DO YOU SUPPOSE 
«(THE MATE STRUCK 
THAT POOR MAN? 


YES,3iR~ BUT, 
BEEN LURED 


THERE +~ 
BY MERMAIDS / 


TAKE IT EASY. 


ME ABOUT THE 
MERMAIDS. 


THEY WERE BEAUTIFUL«~ 
THE CAPTAIN AND THE 
WHOLE CREW COULONT 


WAIT TO GET CLOSER~7OGE. 


HE SEEMED 


DELIRIOUS, 


GET VIOLENT~ 
UPSET THE BOAT. 


"WE HEARD BEAUTIFUL 


MUS/C COMING ACROSS 
THE WATER~WE DREW 
NEARER~THEN WE SAW EM~ 
REAL, LIVE MERMAIDS 4 


‘SUDDENLY ++ BEFORE WE 
KNEW (T~ THE SH/P CRACKED 


UP ON THE ROCKS ++ 


CRAZY,EH? 


HE TOLD ME 

HIS SHIP 
WAS WRECKED 
IN MELO STRAITS. 


THINK YOU 
SAW MERMAIDS? 


oo 
ph q 


/CRAWLED ONTO THE RAFI~ 
*NEXT THING [KNEW / WAS , 
ALONE ~/N THE Meas = 

THE Olean, oan 


YES~WE HAD A CARGO TATTOO” TED SAYS) J BOSH? 
. OF DIAMONDS FROM HIS SHIP WAS 
ITS HORRIBLE. MAYBE }. SOUTH AFRICA. MUST VE WRECKED «+f (SOS,DID WE? 
ALL MY MATES ARE BEEN WORTH A FORTUNE!) [CARRYING HE'S BALMY? 


LOST. AND ALLTHE BG DIAMONDS. 


LAND! GOOD OLD 
U.S/ANDAM| ==> 
GLAD TO GET BACK! 


ILL CHECK WITH 
THE PURSER+~ 
HE'S AGOOD 

SOURCE. 


-» AND HE SAID HE HEARD 
MUSIC OVER THE WATER 
ANDSAW MERMAIDS/ NO 
STORY IN THAT, UNLESS 

YOU RE WRITING FICTION. 


TWO, OTHER READERS 
DONT THINK THE “EUNNY" 
STORY IS VERY FUNNY. 


HIM OUT, 
QUEENIE? 


(POO~AFTER 


WE FINISH) 


PENTHOUSE,)\ BUILD ONE OUT (| ah 
===" LOF DIAMONDS. 


THAT SAILOR DID SEE 
MERMAIDS! NOW HE'S 
MISSING. THERES ONLY 
ONE PLACE To 
LOOK FORA CLUE? 
MELOSTRAITS. 


Y, 
Y 


Soe het ee 


TOMORROW: .” 
OFF 70 MELO STRAITS. 


ENOUGH TO BE 


BEEN SAILING THE SEAS 
FOR 40 YEARS, MAN AN’ 
BOY, AN’ I AIN'T NEVER 
SEED A MERMAID? 


SCUTTLE ME FOR A SCOW, 
IS THE WHOLE WALLOWING 
CREW GOING DAFT? 


ITSATRICK, \ 
CAPTAIN. DONT 
TAKE THE SHIP 


GET SOME NETS, WE'LL 
CAPTURE THOSE 
MERMAIDS ALIVE 4 


’, 


THE PHANTOM DOESN'TKNOW 
HE HAS A STOWAWAY. 


NLL BE 
DARNED-~ 
I'LL HIDE THE 


ANOTHER MINUTE AND WE 
CAN UNZIP. 


Te 


MAN AN’ BOY. | NEVER SEED 
THE BEAT/READY WITH THE 


AND THE MERMAIDS |: 
TAKE OFFA 


OF ALL THE FRAUDS/S 
NOTHING BUT A BUNCH 
OF BATHING BEAUTIESS 
BACK ON OUR COURSE / 


THE STOWAWAY WATCHES 
TOO.[ (WHAT CAN THEY { 


SiR / WE MISSED THE 
CHANNELS WE’‘RE 
SCRAPING BO TOM 


= 


AND THE “BELLE OF THE 


BALL” CRACKS UP ON- 
THE SHID~~ 
ONA REEFS 
4 7 } | 4 


LET THOSE DIAMONDS 
SINK. 


YES, STUPID. WE WERE WHAT'LL) ( TAKE HER, ANY WAY~ 
AFTER THE DIAMOND 
SHIP~BELLE OF BALBOA? 


FEMALE PIRATES/ AND 
THEWVE CAPTURED THE 


THIS TUB,TELL YOUR MEN 
TO OBEY MY ORDERS~~ 


WATCHES, AS THE CAPTIVES 
ARE HERDED UPON THE 


ie 


! | = 
TOMORROW~PRISON VALLEY. 


BUT HE DOESN'T SEE 
DIANA, TAKEN ALONG 


igs 


1CAN’'T HELP’EM TILLI 
LEARN THE LAYOUT~~ 
SO I'LL STAY IN HIDING. 


AT MELO STRAITS. THE 
CAPTIVES SEE A STRANGE 


DIABOLO,A PIRATE | ON VALLEY RISES. WHAT 
STRONGHOLD 300 
YEARS AGO, 


RIGHT, POPS/THIS 
IS THE FAMOUS FORT| SLOWLY, THE DOOR TO PRIS- 
ity 
\' 


AND HERE’S THE 

DOOR TO PRISO 

NO, NO/ I'VE GOT 

AND KID WAITING FOR ME. 
ame | WON'T GO INS 


SLOWLY, THE MEN FILE 
THROUGH THE GATE TO 
N VALLEY. frre 


CHUMP/ NEXT TIME, | ra te 
SHOOT TO KILLS A: THEY’RE ALL) 
oF: : SAFE INSIDE. 


ALL BUT ONE. 


1 WE THOUGHT YOU MIGHT 
WANT TO TALK TO THIS 
ONE FIRST, /78 A DAME. 


WHAT WERE 
YOU DOING 
ON THAT SHI 


LAMMIN’ FROM THE LAW, 
EH? | COULD USE A BABE 
LIKE YOU IN MY RACKET/ 
INTERESTED? ~~ 


B 


YOURE CUTE, SISTER. 
YOU WANTA BE WISED 
UP TOTHE RACKET, EH? 
NO HARM IN THAT. 
COME WITH ME. 


IF YOU 
REFUSE -- YOU 
DISAPPEARS 


OUR "SIREN SONG"IS = 
HEARD FOR MILES AT SEAS 
THEN THE SUCKERS 

COME IN TO FIND OUT 
WHAT'S COOKIN’ AND- ~ 


KEEP YOUR MITTS OFF 
THAT. IT‘S NOT FOR YOU. 
ROUGH 4 


OH,DARLING/ 
WHAT A LOVELY 
SURPRISES 


FIRST, WE LURE TMUSIC/A 
THE SUCKERS > 
IN TO SEE THE )am 


THE BUOYS. 
WE DON’T 
( MISS ABET. 


AND (VE HATED MEN 
EVER SINCE. I'D LIKE 
TO THROW’EM ALL 
INTO PRISON VALLEYS 


| MAY BEA PIRATE, BUT, 
CAPT. KIDD NEVER 
LOOKED THIS GOOD,EH? 


SEE, | GOT DIAMONDS. 
AN’ | DIDN'T HAVE TO 
[BEG ANY ZAW FOR’EM/ 


QUEENIE, LEADER OF THE 
“MERMAIDS: 

i 1'M A TOUGH BABY, 
BUT ILIKE NICE 


(a 
oe aS 


AND YOU CAN HAVE 
CLASSY SPARKLERS 
WELL WADDA)/ I'M ON A SPOT. 
I'D HOPED HE 
ARE YOU 


WE'RE 
WALLED 
UPIN THIS 
PLACE~ 
(FOREVER! 


WE RAISE FOOD TO EAT~] [SEE THIS LAD~HE TRIED 
THERE'S WATER TO DRINK-] |)TO SCALE THE CLIFF ~~ 
SHACKS FOR SHELTER. /] (BROKE HIS LEG. 

BUT NO WAY OUTS 


BUT =a THINK SO? | 


AND THIS ONE~ TRIED TO 


WHY~ ER ~~*MR. 
RUSH THE GATE. LUCKY 


WALKER”. 


CREASED HIM. 
MY SHIP. OJ MAYBE HE 
NEVER SEE WILL HELP 


POOR MR. WALKER, I’M 
AFRAID HE’S DONE FOR. 
NOT AMONG THE 
PRISONERS. 
MUST HAVE ( 


I'VE GOT TO SEE WHAT'S 
BEHIND THAT GATE. 


HE'S WRONG ABOUT THAT! 


GRAY SUIT~MASK ~~ 
WHAT WAS HIS RACKET, 


BUT PERHAPS SHE‘LL 
NEVER LEARN THE 
ANSWERAS A WHIRLPOOL 
DRAGS THE LIMP BODY 
DOWN ~ DOWN~ DOWN~~ 


TV. pee 


ny: 


te 


Nal GetLast ME-~- 
i gs. gine ees 7 e ‘N 4, hr 
HURRY/ HELP M é "hs 

GET HIM OUT. | 


= 


‘PEARS TO ME LIKE HE 
IDEAD TWO WAYS ~~ 


yee 


5%) 
yy 


ie. Seater 
GUESS THE SHOT) HE'S NOT 


WOULON’T’VE DEADS 
KILLED HIM, (I'LL BRING 
IF HE HADN'T 


| MUST BE EO 
lA 


SOON THE DHANTOM'S 
RUGGED STRENGTH 
ASSERTS ITSELF ~~ 


) | WHAT'S THIS? HAS THE 
BULLET WOUND AFFECTED 
HIS MIND? 


YOU MUST 


| STREAM. IT SWEEPS PIRATES 
UNDER THE CLIFF OFFERED 


YOU MUST 
BECOME 

A FEMALE 
PIRATE. 


t iver K, Peetures Sente ote Im World sights waived 


CAN ESCAPE FROM 
PRISON VALLEY. 


HER YOU HATE ALL 
MEN,TOO~ AND, 


THE DAME IN 
PRISON VALLEY 


GOOD LUCK, 
DARLING. 


DARLING, LIE OOWN~~ 
REST. YOU'LL BE ALL 
RIGHT IN A DAY 


THIS ON,SO 
| WON'T BE 


I~! DON'T 
LIKE 
PRISON 

VALLEY. 


I'M OK. | KNOW WHAT 
I'M DOING. | WANT YOU 
TO JOIN THESE 

FEMALE PIRATES. 


THERE'S A GUARD UP 
THERE. CALL TO HER. 
TELL HER VOU 
MUST SEE 


GUARD, * 
HELLOOOs 
HELLO UP 
THERE / 


eos 


PRISON VALLEY? 
AIN’T THAT JUST 


SEE THAT MAN DOWN THERE ? 
LEND ME YOUR GUN. 

WAIT--1 WANT TO) (EXPECT ME I'LL PROVE WHAT 

JOIN YOUR GANG.\ 7 TO BELIEVE 

| HATE. MEN, TOO # 


PISTOL AND 
THE - BLANK 


WE CAN USE YOU. 


TO KISS YOU 2? YOU ARE COME ON. 
A COLD- BLOODED 
#3 a 


4 


VE GOT 7O GET AWAY FROM )- 
QUEENIE SOMEHOW:++ TO 
HELP HIM. p~< 


YOU SHOULD MAKE 
AN O.K.MERMAID:>--TRY THIS 


FINE.NOW SLIP INTO THIS. 


BUT IN THIS THING --- 
/ CANT EVEN WALKS ; 
(7 FEEL AS IF | WERE) 
P.-GOING TO BE IN 
"= A SACK RACE. 


NOT LIKE THAT! A MERMAID|AW— 
DOESNT SIT LIKE 


SPOTTED THE DIAMOND SHIP.| |}OK. TAKE ‘EM OFF. WON'T 
( IT'S LATE. WON'T BE ALONG NEED MERMAIDS FOR 
FOR HALF AN HOUR. HALF AN HOUR |-- 


WHAT KIND OF 
DOUBLE-CROSS 


| DONT KNOW WHETHER 
TO CHOKE YOU NOW-- 
OR HANG YOU LATER. 


QUEENIE MOVES 
LIKE L/GHTNING . 


am 


SAY, THAT LASSO| I/SHAKE, SISTER. SORRY 
STUFF COULD COME] |! DOUBTED YOu. 
———? IN HANDY, 
cH J 


I'LL LOWER THE OTHER END 
H : 


1 SHOULD BE ABLE TO GET 


we SEEN. 7 = 
y 


NO TIME TO SIGNAL H 
| JUST PRAY HE 
SEES IT. 


Los i hii 

I 
eoeN 
| eo \ 


OH, FINE! SAY, 
SISTER, CAN YOU 
Ss 


[THATS TERRIBLE! 
WHAT'S THE 


SAILOR F@ FAR ACROSS THE SEA\ IT'S NO USE-- \_--( ALL RIGHT 


I'LL BE GLAD 3 WHEN you're 
DEAD, # YOU RASCAL ,YOU 2 = 


GLAD WHEN YOU'RE DEAD, /> 
RASCAL YOU -- ZOOT=DE-ROO f 


5 


HERE THEY COME. ANOTHER \ | |NO,NO/ GO BACK SHIP/ IT'S A 
MOMENT AND THEY'LL BREAK UP Zi TRICKS YOU'LL BE 
ON THE REEF. » A fis 


este 


SHE’S RUINED EVERY- PLATINUM, GO GET THE PLANES 
CEE | |THING--WE’VE GOTTA READY. AND SEAL THE 
TRAITOR / . LAM OUTA HERE. PRISON VALLEY GATE-~- 


SO, YOU'VE COME 
TO? THAT'S EVEN 


YOU CAN'T SEE IT-- BUT JUST 
ABOVE YOUR HEAD THERE'S A 
RING AROUND ~~ 

THIS POST. 


GOOD THING WE REVERSED \ 

MOTORS. EVIDENTLY IT WAS At 
TRICK. THE MERMAIDS ARE ONLY 
GIRLS IN cool SUITS. : 


SHALL | TAKE A SMALL 
BOAT AND INVESTI- 


WHAT'S THAT OVER THERE ?) 
A ROPES DANGLING INTO ¢ 
PRISON VALLEY / 


| SHOT. HE SORT 
SOF HAUNTS ME.) 


NO, STAY BACK-- 
YOU’RE DEAD / 


MEANWHILE, PLATINUM 
GOES 7O WORK. 
MY ORDERS WERE TO SEALTHE| {PRISON VALLEY - 
mE PRISON VALLEY GATE. MN 


QUIET--OR I'LL H 
GAG YOU. ,;—; 


GOT TO CHOP THIS DOWN-- 
AND GET THOSE MEN OUT / 
NU 


fl GOT TO TRY 
- SOMETHING ELSE. 
THAT'S NO GOOD. | 
{ 
ie | 


MEANWHILE --THE TIDE IT’S NOT--). 
RISES RAPIDLY ~ POSSIBLE J (+ 
, = 


it 
i 


is} 


WHAT A DULL JOB-- GUARDING 
THE ARMORY. NOBODY'S AROUND 


THAT SHIP TRIED TO RADIO THEN THERE’S NOT AS MUCH \ 


= | {THE COAST GUARD, BUT } HURRY AS THERE WAS. WE CAN 
THE DIAMOND SHIP‘ JAMMED IT. NO MESSAGE TAKE OUR TIME--- PICK UP OUR 


LOOT--- MAKE A CLEAN GETAWAY. 


IN FACT, THERE'S / AT THE DOOR OF THE 
NO HURRY AT ALL J) L- 


ts. ROOM + 


Kang Veotwors Wale ot 


THERE SHE IS. THE LEADER! CONGRATULATIONS TO ME / 
TAKE HER ALIVE / afi | MADE A CLEAN 


CRATE DOWN AGAIN 


BETTER TAKE THIS ae 


IF YOU'VE 
HARMED 
HER, I’LL-- 


| SAID, LAND THIS- 
| WANT YOU TO 


WAIT. MAYBE \ [SHE'S IN THE WATER. 
YOU CAN SAVE | | IF I FLY LOW ENOUGH 
HER. I'LL MAKE 

A BARGAIN. 


{ DIANA? 


YOU LET ME GO?) | 


THE RISING TIQE 1S UNRELENTING. 


SHE'S PROBABLY) _—_——i| 


DEAD BY NOW-- 


DOWN THERE-- SEE 
ER? BY THE 
POST. 


DARLING~ tune SAVE YOUR 

: BREATH-UNTIL 
HAVE TO HURRY / DIANA’S } 
ALMOST UNDER WATER / 


THE ENGINE'S SPUTTERING.) 


ARE YOU ‘OK 
DARLING 7 


BUT RONICALLY, QUEL E, JHE LEADER \ THAT ENDS THE MERMAIDS 
MAS HLOWW HERSELF RIGHT IW70 
THE SEALED-UP PRISON VALLEY / 


NEXT WEEK-~ PRINCESS VALERIE 


